
The Legacy of the Huron Docks 
The Huron Iron Ore and Coal Docks / Men of the Docks 
 
Location - Marker can be reached from the intersection of Main Street and Cleveland 
Road West. It is at the Huron Boat Basin. 

Information taken from 
the Historical Marker 
Database. 
 
This interpretive panel 
shows three photographs, 
one of sailing ships at the 
docks, another of railroad 
workers posing in front 
of Wheeling and Lake 
Erie Railroad 
locomotives, and the 
third of dock workers 
posing in front of a dock 
building. 
 
 
 

Photographed By J. J. Prats, February 16, 2020 
 
Inscription - The Huron Iron Ore and Coal Docks. In 1882 Huron, Ohio became the 
Wheeling and Lake Erie Railroad’s port on Lake Erie for the shipping of iron ore and 
coal. For the next 100 years the docks played an integral part in Huron's progress and 
economic growth. 
 
In the early years the docks handled coal, iron ore from mines in Michigan, and lumber 
that arrived by ship and rail. Boats were loaded and unloaded by whirleys, small steam-
powered cranes that ran up and down the east side of the new slip on rails which 
allowed them to be placed where needed. A small boiler mounted in a wooden cab 
worked a hoisting system that raised and lowered a tub. They were called whirleys 
because after the buckets were filled they whirled around to be emptied. The 
dockworkers filled and emptied the buckets by hand. 
 
The first ship to be loaded with coal in Huron was the sailing schooner Pelton. The first 
iron ore shipment arrived in Huron in 1883 on the schooner LC Butts. It took 16 men to 
unload 7,720 tons of ore in three days using shovels and the whirleys. Each man was 
paid $6 for his work. 
 
Men of the Docks. The first men to work on the docks were Hungarian immigrants who 
came to the United States in the 1880s and 1890s to escape political turmoil and high 
taxes in Hungary. They were soon followed by the Italians in the 1890s and early 1900s 
who journeyed to America because of disease, starvation and economic crisis in Italy. 
 
Dock work was dirty, strenuous, and dangerous, but the immigrants needed jobs. Most 
of the newcomers settled on the east side of Huron, within walking distance of the 
docks. In addition to the Hungarians and Italians, men from Germany, Ireland, Sweden 
and England crossed the Atlantic Ocean to seek employment at the Huron docks. In the 

https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=150714
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=150714


docks’ early years as many as 300 men worked in gangs of 21 to 42. They were paid on a 
tonnage basis, 14 cents a ton-for both ore and coal. 
 
Erected in 2018 by the Huron Historical Society. 

 
Photographed By J. J. Prats, February 
16, 2020.  
One of the concrete docks, covered in 
snow, runs along the Huron River 
channel just beyond this interpretive 
panel. 
 


